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Theme: “One Health, One Welfare for a better and Greener tomorrow”. 
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· Minister, Ministry of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation, Republic of Ghana
· Prof. James Nkansah-Obrempong’, Chair, Board of Directors, Africa Network for Animal Welfare (ANAW):
· United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
· Dr Moetapele Letshwenyo, OIE Representative, Southern Africa Region
· Mr. Wolf Gordon Clifton, Executive Director, Animal People
· Mr. Tennyson Williams, Regional Director – Africa, World Animal Protection
· Executive Director Donkey Sanctuary.
· Executive Director Brooke Hospital for Animals
· Directors of Veterinary Services and Animal Production from AU MS
· Experts from various organizations,
· National Delegates from Members States;
· All Protocol observed
· Distinguished participants
· Ladies and Gentlemen
· All Protocols observed
· 
Good Morning and Welcome to this beautiful Country Ghana, Home Country of one of the the Founding Father of the African Union. Commission
1. It is my pleasure and honorhonour to address this august Assembly at the 5th  Africa Animal Welfare Conference that marks a unique step in the journey towards the development and integration of  animal welfare in sustainable animal resources development  indevelopment in Africa.  
2. On behalf the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, His Excellency Moussa Faki Mahamat and Her Excellency Amb. Josefa Correira Sako, the AU Commissioner for Agriculture,  Rural Economy, Blue Economy and Sustainable Environment and, I welcome you all to this conference. Let me take this early opportunity to I sincerely recognise the partnership between the African Union Inter-African Bureau for Animal resources (AU-IBAR), the United Nation Environment Program (UNEP) and  the Africa Network for Animal Welfare (ANAW) in co-organising this conference. I further recognize the exemplary support from our other partners, the World Animal Protection, Donkey Sanctuary, Brooke Hospitals for Animals and Animal People, among others, for the support provided towards the organisation of the  conference. The individual and collective efforts are greatly appreciated.  
3.       Dear Chair of the Conference; 
4.      Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen, 
5. My statement to you this morning is inspired by the theme of this conference, “One Health, One Welfare - For a Better and Greener Tomorrow”. The theme speaks to the interlinkages between sustainable economic growth, natural resource management, biodiversity conservation and healthy Humans, Healthy Animals and Healthy   ecosystems. Indeed it is aligned to the Agenda 2063, the blue print of Africa development in the next 50 years. It speaks specifically to Aspiration number one of the Agenda that is ‘A prosperous Africa, based on inclusive growth and sustainable development’.  which clearly demonstrates the interlinkages between sustainable economic growth, natural resource management, biodiversity conservation and healthy Humans, Healthy Animals and Healthy   ecosystems. The pPrinciples which are also articulated in the UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDGs). as well as Agenda 2063.
6. Ladies and gentlemen, as the stakeholders in Animal, Planet and People welfare, you are aware that AU-IBAR, holds a special responsibility to deliver on the AU’s mandate over coordination of animal resources development. 
7. AU-IBAR as articulated As noted in the Animal Welfare Strategy for Africa (AWSA) promotes the AU-IBAR; since its establishment in 1951, 70 years has focused on animal resources development including animal health and production. It is agreed that although the interventions have contributed to animal welfare, promotion of animal welfare principles as key determinants of animal resource development and trade. were not been key elements of AU-IBAR’s strategies.  This is in recognition of the importance of animal welfare on animal productivity and realisation that Driven by the intensification of animal production system and its attendant animal welfare implications, animal welfare has increasingly become a barrier in international livestock trade. This has elicited the need for policy consideration of animal welfare in animal resource development. AU-IBAR is therefore promoting improvements in animal welfare itself, as well as helping to change attitudes towards concept of animal welfare. 
8. These strategic actions by AU-IBAR and Partners This will incentivize investments in animal welfare in it, for its benefits to contribute to the enhancement of productivity, quality of animal products, and animal trade. This however will require an Therefore, there is urgent need to address Africa’s animal welfare issues through policy, strategies and legal frameworks. Community education, awareness creation, and their participation in upholding animal welfare is also necessary. These needs realities formed the informed the background, upon which we development of ed the Animal Welfare Strategy for Africa (AWSA) , the establishment of established the APAW, which were both and launched both in 2017 and endorsed by the Heads of States and Government  of the African Union Commission during the Summit of January 2018. An update on the implementation of AWSA will be provided in this meeting by AU-IBAR through  the APAW Secretariat.
9. Ladies and Gentlemen, This conference, once again marks another step in the journey towards the integration of animal welfare in sustainable animal resources development and sustainable environment in Africa in line with the AWSA. I invite you to note that the theme of this year’s conference is “One Health, One Welfare for a better and Greener tomorrow”. This tells us that the dialogues, which are coming up in this conference, have a thrust that links the health of the Animal, the Planet and the People, to the wellbeing; or welfare if you like - of the Animal, the People, and the Planet.  Indeed, the unprecedented  Covid-19 pandemic  has presented us with a moment  to reflect on how to do things differently and better and in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic,  Madam Elizabeth Mruma Mirema, the Secretary General of the United Nations Convention on Biodiversity, stated that [and I quote]: “Large-scale deforestation, habitat degradation and fragmentation, agriculture intensification, our food systems, trade in animal species and plants, and anthropogenic climate change are drivers of biodiversity loss and new diseases”. AU-IBAR is clearly cognizant of the fact that the integrity of the natural triad of Animal, Planet and People is the anchor of a sustainable natural, or so-called greener, and therefore, sustainable future.
10. Distinguished participants, 
11. Ladies and Gentlemen,
6. As AU Member states work toward meeting key national objectives of poverty reduction, health, elimination of hunger, food and nutrition security in an environmentally, socially and economically sustainable way there is therefore need to re-imagine multi-sectoral partnerships and collaboration to address the diverse drivers of sustainable development.  I am therefore pleased to note  that in this conference we have people in leadership from the AU Member States’ that is Directorates of Wildlife Conservation and Management; Directorates of Livestock Production; and Directorates of Veterinary Services in addition to Non-governmental organisations and private sector actors. This, ladies and gentlemen, is a clear indication indication and realisation of the need for a collaborative approach in the management of the health and welfare of animals and people and their shared environment. “One Approach to our One Environment, for One Anima and One World” and by the word ‘animal’ I refer to both the human and non-human animal.

9. Indeed the  strong interlinkages between animal welfare, environment and socio-economic development is informing  Africa Union Member States’ quest to have  an Animal Welfare resolution  submitted to the United Nations  Environment General  (UNEA) for consideration in February  2022. The aim of the Animal Welfare Resolution is to place Animal Welfare at the Center stage of the Global Environment Agenda and Sustainable Development.  
7.   As Before I conclude, I once again take this opportunity to thank UNEP, ANAW and other partners for the partnership in organising this conference. I would like to especially thank the World Animal Protection for partnering with AU-IBAR to co-organize this conference this year together with ANAW and UNEP. 
AU-IBAR is immensely grateful to the Government of the Ghana and Its People for hosting this 5th  Africa AW Conference and for having provided hospitality and assistance to all the participants who have come all over the continent and the world.  I also thank all the other organisations, institutions and individuals participating in this conference.  I thank you all for your attention, and above all, for your dedication and enthusiasm in supporting the mainstreaming of animal welfare in sustainable animal resources development and sustainable environment in Africa.
I thank you all for your kind Attention. 
May God Bless you All
May God Bless Africa
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